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three appendixces are included in this monograph. The first
appendix is a complete catalogue of one of the tapes collected in a
project called “Collecting Nabati Poetry From Its Oral Sources”.
The second appendix is a copy of the proposal I had submitted to
the Research Center at the College of Arts at King Saud Universi-
ty to finance the aforementioned project. The third appendix is
the field notes I took during a field trip to Hayil Region in the
month of Shawwal 1404 A H.

Saad A. Sowayan, Ph. D.
King Saud University
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
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Collecting Oral Traditions

This monograph deals with the various procedures followed in
the collection of oral literary material, with special emphasis on
the collection of the oral poetry of Arabia, locally known as Naba-
ti poetry.

Folklore research is no longer merely the collection of bare
texts. More and more, field workers are beginning to pay close
attention to the life histories of their informants and to the
sociocultural milieu of their material. No modern folklorist can
afford to ignore the social setting and performance context in
which his informants operate and from which they draw their lore.
The introduction of mechanical aids such as the tape recorder and
the camera in the field has revolutionized field-work methods.
Learning how to operate and maintain this equipment has become
a necessary part of the training of field workers in folklore.

Other issues addressed in this paper are making advance pre-
parations before going into the field, the finding of informants,
establishing and maintaining rapport with them, conducting inter-
views, and constructing methods of processing and archiving the
collected material. The final part of this work examines fieldwork
methods employed by the ancient Arab philologists to show that
fieldwork is not a European invention of the twentieth century.

To give the reader an idea of how to process the collected
material, how to apply for funds, and how to write field notes
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