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The material of folklore has always been a source of wonder and fascination
for intellectuals and simple folks alike. Throughout the ages and all over the
world thinkers have been pondering over the origin, function, and meaning
of folk songs, proverbs, and tales. However, the emergence of the romantic
movement in literature and the awakening of nationalistic feelings in Eu-
rope at the end of the 18th and the beginning of the 19th century gave the
necessary impetus and the proper intellectual atmosphere for the collection
and study of folklore. This paper is an attempt to trace the development of
the major theories of folklore which were advanced by various scholars in
the 19th century, with special emphasis on the folktale. After discussing the
role of the romantic movement in bolstering folkloristic research, and after
reviewing the works and collections of early pioneers, I shall turn to the
leading schools of folklore in the 19th century, dealing with them individu-
ally in accordance with their temporal sequence. These are: 1) the etymo-
logical school of the brothers Grimm, 2) the Aryan school of Max Muller,
3) the anthropological school of Andrew Lang, and 4) the Indianist
school of Theodor Benfey. Although every school is presented under a se-
parate heading, full consideration will be given to the interaction between
these schools, their convergences and divergences will be discussed and the
main issues of each will be examined in their total intellectual milieu and
presented as connected links in a developing scholarly movement.



