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ABCTRACT:

This paper starts by expounding some basic concepts and ter-
minology in the field of ecology like the ecosystem, feedback, adjust-
ment, and acclimatization. This leads to discussing the nature and di-
visions of the biotic and abiotic components of the ecosystem as well
as the food chain, the flow of energy, and the cycling of material The
main issue in ecological studeis is the ways in which living organisms
adjust to the natural environment and this includes genetic, physio-
logical, and behavioral adjustments Behavioral adjustments can be ei-
ther inherited genetically or learned. Learaned behavior requires a cer-
tain degree of intelligence and in this respect man has the advantage
over other species. The paper then turns to the discussion of man’s re-
lation to nature and gives a brief account of classical theories related
this subject, which have been discredit by modern research. Then we
move to more recent anthropological theories in the field starting with
the writing Franz Boas, Leslie A. White, and Julian Steward who es-
tablished modern ecological research in the field of anthropology. Af-
ter Steward came other researchers who followed in his footsteps and
made notable contributions in the field of human and cultural ecology,
prominent among them Clifford Geerts, Andrew P. Vayda, Roy A.
Rappaport, Charles O. Frake, and others whose contributions will be
dealt with briefly at the end of the paper.
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