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Nomads and Settlers:
An Alternative to the Khaldunian Model

Dr. Saad Abdullah Al-Swayan

Abstract

After discussing the biases inherent in the Khaldunian model of the badu-hadar
dichotomy, I tried to present an alternative model based on the local native concep-
tion of this dichotomy. The badu side in the Khaldunian model splits in the local
model into badu and hadar. This makes the two sides in the local model closer to each
other with less tension between them. The local model differs from the Khaldunian
model in that it does not view the badu-hadar dichotomy from an evolutionary per-
spective but from a synchronic and structural perspective. The badu-hadar dichoto-
my in the local model does not rest on opposition and conflict between the two ends
of the continuum so much as on symmetry and functional complimentarity which are
based on exchange of goods and services. From this structural-functional perspective
badu and hadar can be considered as different sides of one and the same social, eco-
nomic and political system, each having its own technical and productive base. Their
differences are manifested in the symbols through which they identify themselves.
The badu identify themselves as pastoralists associated with the camel while hadar
identify themselves as farmers associated with the palm tree. These two symbols
reduce the differences between badu and hadar and confine them in the local model
to economic specialization which is either camel herding or farming. This difference
in production is in essence a division of labor meant to maximize the utilization of
desert ecology. What separates the badu from the hadar in terms of production unite
them in economic exchange and mutual dependence on each other.
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